The Pigott Forgeries
General had said of the story of the facsimile letter that, if
it was not genuine, it was the worst libel ever launched on
a public man* If the First Lord believed his Attorney, said
Mr* Parnell, instead of talking about making a bargain with
me, he ought to have come down and said, * The Government
are determined to have this investigation, whether the honour-
able member, this alleged criminal, likes it or not/tn
Eminent members of the Liberal party were of opinion that
the insulting offer made by the Conservatives should be
refused, but Mr. Gladstone thought that the judicial com-
mission was better than no enquiry at all, Parnell himself
was prepared for any investigation, and so the offer, thus
infamously made, was accepted*
II
Mr. Henniker Heaton used to tell a story of Parnell at
this time, which strikingly illustrates his coldness and de-
tachment* The Times had published the forged letter, and
Parnell, in an atmosphere of intense excitement, had delivered
his short speech denying its authorship* He " then walked
into the lobby and engaged me in earnest conversation*
Everybody thought he was telling me of the awful political
event which was then exercising men's minds* This is what
he said to me: f I have just read in the afternoon papers
that a mountain of gold has been discovered in Western
Australia, and that some tons of the specimens have been
sent home to you** I said it was true, and that I had in my
locker in the House some of the crushed specimens* I gave
him a wineglassful of the crushings, and he took it away
with him, and, to the bewilderment of his party, no one saw
him for a week* On that day week, almost at the same hour,
he again appeared in the lobby* Walking up to me he
1 Life of Gladstone, by John Morley, bk* x*, chap* iii^ sect* 2*
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